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Name: Heather R. Everett
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Grade Level: 5th


Unit Topic: Science, Earths features
Lesson Topic: Layers of the Earth
Time:  45 minutes

Materials 

Community Resources: N/A

Texts: Science Book

Ancillary Materials: Sheets of paper, fact packets, apples, white board, exit slips, and markers

Lesson Objectives

TSWBAT recall layers of the Earth. 
TSWBAT identify characteristics of Earths layers.
TSWBAT write characteristics of each layer. 

TSWBAT compare and contrast attributes of each layer. 


TN Frameworks/Blueprints for Learning

5.9.2 Know that the earth is composed of different layers.


Construct a model that depicts the layers of the earth. 

5.9.spi.3 identify characteristics of the Earth’s layers. 

Domain: Cognitive, Affective

Type: Content or Process

Anticipatory Set/Focus

Activate Background Knowledge: Think of a volcano erupting. Where do you think the lava came from? 

Relate To Real Life: The Earth is full of unique features that make it different from the rest of the planets in the solar system. One feature we are going to learn about today you walk on every day, can anyone think of what it is? 

Involve All Students: Tell a neighbor another feature the Earth has you have learned about this year. Thumbs up when you have done so. 

Label Learning: Today, we are going to review some facts about the Earth’ features, the layers of the Earth.

Essential Question: 

Instruction

Lecture: 

Modeling: Cooperative Learning, Graffiti 

Strategy Description: There are four main layers to the Earth. I want you to think of the Earth’s layers like an apple. I have cut a chuck out of this apple to help describe the different layers. I want you to think of the Earth’s crust like the skin on an apple, the outside part that protects the Earth. It is thin, usually rocky. The next layer of the Earth is the mantle; this would be the juicy meaty part of an apple. The third layer is the outer core, just like the hard core in an apple. The outer core is very hot and is in a liquid state. Fourth is the inner core of the Earth, where the seeds are located.  The inner core is a solid layer. Last a layer called the Lithosphere, it the part between the crust and the mantle. This is where earthquakes happen as it is flexible with moving sheets of rock due to the heat from the outer and inner layers of the Earth. 

Now we have overviewed the four main areas of the Earth’s layers and the Lithosphere. We are going to divide into groups to find out some more characteristics about the Earth’s layers. 


Every group will list two facts about the layers of the Earth on the sheets of paper; each sheet has one identified layer. Keep the same marker the entire time, as this identifies your group. There are packets at each stop which you will use to find your facts about the Earth’s layers. In doing so I would like for you to remember the procedure for doing group work, everyone is going to be held accountable for taking part in this activity. Now, I want you to answer this question using a scale of 1 to five with one being you dislike and 5 being you like a lot: How much do you like going hiking in the mountains?

Closure 

All five groups present to the class their findings from completed the graffiti sheets.

Learning Verbalized: What are the four main layers of the Earth? What is the part of the Earth that includes both the crust and the mantle? Name some characteristics about the crust. The mantle. The outer layer. The inner layer.  What state of matter is the outer core in? What state of matter is the inner core in?  What is one thing you found most interesting about the Earth’s layers? 

Objectives Assessed: Students will complete an exit slip by labeling the Earth’s layers , writing one characteristic they found most interesting, and assessing other group members. 

Independent Practice

Continue working on worksheet about the Earth’s layers to be turned in. 

Accommodations/Differentiated Learning Experiences

Enrichment: Those that finish early will work on a worksheet. 
Remediation: Work in groups

