EDU 301/303 Lesson Plan Format

Course Data

Date: November 4, 2008
Grade Level: 5th
Unit Topic: Science
Lesson Topic: Habitats in Tennessee
Time: 1-1 1/2 hour(s)
Materials 

Technology: Computer Lab
Community Resources: N/A
Texts: Science Books
Ancillary Materials: N/A
Lesson Objectives

SoLoCO

TSWBAT identify habitat for chosen animal.
TSWBAT create drawing of animal’s habitat. 
TSWBAT present to class findings of chosen animal. 
TN Frameworks/Blueprints for Learning







5.2.1 Investigate the relationships among organisms in a specific ecosystem.
5.2.tpi.2 determine how organisms may be affected by environmental factors. 

Domain: Cognitive, Psychomotor
Type: Content and Process
Anticipatory Set/Focus

You are a researcher from Australia studying animals in Tennessee. You want to find out all you can about a specific animal and its habitat, so you can take the information back to your students in Australia (RRL, ABK).  Tell the person next to you one classification of the animals we have studied about (ABK, IAL).  Today we are going to the computer lab to do a Webquest, from one of these classifications (LL). A WebQuest is a great tool to find information out about a topic; today we are researching animals in Tennessee. 
Essential Question:  Why are habitats important to the survival of animals? 
Instruction

Modeling: WebQuest
Strategy Description: Being a researcher from Australia you want to find out what and where animals live in Tennessee. You are to pair up with a partner and choose a specific animal. Follow these 5 tasks I handed out to everyone. Be ready to present your finding to the class tomorrow. In this Webquest, I want everyone to actively participate with your partner to contribute to the project. Be respectful of what information is included; all information found should be thoughtfully considered.  At the end of the packet you received, there are several websites you can use to find information about the animal you choose. 
Task #1

Pick a partner to assist in the WebQuest.  You two will pick a specific animal in the Tennessee area to research. Complete the worksheet to guide you in the research process. You will be researching what your animal looks like and what it eats. 

Task #2

Using previous data collected about your specific animal, take notes about the habitat it lives in. BE SPECIFIC to include appropriate landforms, vegetation; describe the surrounding ecosystem.

Task #3

Together with your partner draw the habitat of you specific animal on the poster board provided.  Be creative in drawing and include all attributes of the habitat and surrounding ecosystem. 
Task #4

With your partner prepare presentation of your animal and its habitat, along with the finished drawing. 

Task #5
Everyone is to make a journal entry, 1 page in length, to hang outside the classroom. Be creative in showing your talent about your animal’s habitat.  Use this as a guide to inform your students back in Australia. 
Useful Websites

1.)http://www.nbii.gov/portal/community/Communities/Geographic_Perspectives/Southern_Appalachian/Animals_and_Plants_of_the_Region/Species_Profiles/
2.) http://www.blountk12.org/LearningLinks//science.htm#ANIMALS
3.) http://www.internet4classrooms.com/science_elem_animals.htm
4.) http://www.cumberlandadventures.com/cave/animals.html

Closure 

From each pair, what is the most important feature of the animal chosen and why? How can humans negatively impact habitats? How can humans positively impact habitats? 

Learning Verbalized:  Students will present to the class a brief summary of the animals students researched. 
Objectives Assessed: Please hand in worksheets completed during the WebQuest. 
Independent Practice

Continue working on habitat worksheet, matching habitats to correct animals. 
Accommodations/Differentiated Learning Experiences

Working in groups

Task #1 Worksheet 






Names:       
1. Pick a partner

2. Pick an animal from one of the following:

a. Mammal
b. Amphibian

c. Reptile
d. Bird
e. Fish

f. Insect

3. Use the following to guide your research. Find as much information as possible. 
Animal 

Height

Weight

Length

Width

How does your animal travel

Is your animal a /an:       Carnivore            Herbivore            Omnivore

Task #2

1. Describe as many features of your animal, also what characteristics makes your animal unique form other animals. What features are important for its survival (large teeth, sharp claws, stingers, etc)?
2. Did you animal have any predators?

3. What environmental concerns could potentially harm your animal’s life (deforestation, houses, pollution, etc)?

Task #3
Use the previously gathered information to draw the habitat of your animal on the poster board provided. Be sure to include vegetation, appropriate landforms, and describe the surrounding ecosystem. Be creative in your drawing. 

     Task #4
Make a brief presentation about your animal and its habitat to present to the class. Include important information in task #1 and brief information from task #2. 
      Task #5
Everyone is to make a journal entry, 1 page in length, to hang outside the classroom. Be creative in showing your talent about the information you gathered about your animal’s habitat.  Use this journal entry as a guide to inform your students back in Australia about your animal.   
